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“You don’t have to be old and wise to help out. 
Anyone at any age can help with any amount. You 
can be a philanthropist, so start now when you’re 

young because we are the world’s future.” 
 – Emma, AfG Young Catalyst 



In 2006, I had the privilege of spending 
a week in rural Guatemala. The 
moment that left the greatest 
impression on me was the image of 
young, school-aged girl carrying pound 
after pound of coffee on her back. I was 
deeply saddened to learn that she was 
out of school. But I left was inspired to 
create a healthier future for girls like 
this. We have an immense opportunity 
to empower US youth to be catalysts 
for global philanthropic change today. 
These youth will tackle pressing, 
interconnected global challenges such 
as access to education in under 
resourced communities. Working 
together, our future can and will be 
stronger. That’s how Allowance for 
Good was born. 
 
Even today, I reflect on how we might 
advance our reach igniting more 
individuals with the skills, knowledge, 
and capacity to actualize meaningful 
contributions to micro and macro 
challenges. In so doing, I have 
discovered the essence of productive 
environments for advancement as 
intentional, innovative, and inviting. 
And I believe these same ideas might 
be applied to our collective work in the 
philanthropic sector. 
 
John W. Gardner, former Secretary of 
Health, Education, and Welfare under 
Lyndon B Johnson, founder of 
Independent Sector, and 1964 recipient 
of the Presidential Medal of Freedom, 
suggests that innovative organizations 
need a “Department of Continuous 
Renewal” in order to systematically 
drive internal (and external) renewal, 
creativity, and a free flow of ideas. 

When I envision Gardner’s charge to 
us, I imagine the ebb and flow of water, 
an organization in constant motion that 
demands adapting to the external 
environment. To this end, we will be 
embarking on a new train-the-trainer 
model that will deliver hands-on 
educational experiences focused on 
philanthropy, civic engagement, global 
citizenship, social enterprise, and 
leadership development more deeply in 
Chicago area schools. 
 
On behalf of the next generations we 
impact both in our own backyard and 
around the world, thank you. You have 
walked alongside us on this journey, 
and we are indeed grateful. You 
empower us collectively to achieve 
greater impact. And you give us the 
freedom to discover our own potential 
to affect change at the secondary school 
in our own backyard or in a village of 
hope thousands of miles around the 
world.  
 
I hope you will take a moment to 
journey through this annual report to 
learn of our collective accomplishments 
and the role you have played in 
carrying us from ripples to waves. 
 
Yours in impact,  
 
 
 
Elizabeth Newton 
Founder and Executive Director, 
Allowance for Good 
 

DEAR  FRIENDS,



ALLOWANCE FOR GOOD
 
 

Allowance for Good (AfG) develops the rising generations of philanthropic leaders 
who cultivate global citizenship and empower others around the world to achieve 

their full potential. We educate and engage youth ages 13-18 in topics such as 
philanthropy, leadership development, and social entrepreneurship in order to 

create successful 21st century global citizens. We do this by enriching, empowering, 
and educating youth through three programs: our Emerging Leaders in 

Philanthropy educational series, our Global Philanthropy Summit summer program, 
and our Global Engagement Expeditions in experiential service learning. AfG also 

partners regularly with family foundations, corporations, and schools to deliver 
custom programming.	  
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learn at home // Emerging Leaders in Philanthropy
 

students engaged:                                      426 
 

hours of impact:                                                                         719 
 
 
 

Allowance for Good successfully delivered our introductory curriculum during our spring, 
fall, and winter EXPLORERS seminars. In this first level of the seminar series, teens 

explored topics in the philanthropic sector such as foundations, financial literacy, venture 
philanthropy, capacity building, heard from professionals in the philanthropic sector about 
their work and experience, and learned skills to lead change-based projects. AfG expanded 

our reach by hosting our winter seminar in Chicago for the first time!  



learn at home // Emerging Leaders in Philanthropy

Furthering our educational impact, 
AfG offered our very first 

CHANGEMAKERS seminar. Level 
two of the seminar series gives 

students who have completed our 
Explorers program the opportunity 

to dive deeper into learning with 
Allowance for Good. This program 

builds on lessons from Explorers and 
allows students to gain a greater 

understanding of the grantmaking 
cycle and the relationship between 

grantors and grantees. Students also 
engage in a Giving Circle where 

they collectively distribute funds to 
AfG’s Global Affiliates. In spring 

2014, the students chose to 
distribute funds to the Adonai Child 
Development Centre and the Liger 
Learning Center. Upon completion 

of our multi-level program, the 
Changemakers received a 

Certificate in Global  
Philanthropic Leadership.  

at a glance: ELP 2014
	  

>> mastered 6 key topics in global philanthropy 
	  
	  
	  

>> distributed funds to 2 global affiliates through our 
first CHANGEMAKERS seminar 
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learn at home // Emerging Leaders in Philanthropy 

Alongside our regular programming, Allowance for Good 
also ran three CUSTOM PROGRAMS in FY15. We 
forged a new relationship with Beacon Academy and 

strengthened our ties with the McKenna Foundation and 
YMCA Camp Echo by increasing the philanthropic 

capacity of their youth. Our custom programs focus on a 
range of topics including: asset-based community 

development, introduction to philanthropy, grant writing 
and assessment, and evaluation, accountability, and good 

governance of nonprofit organizations.  
 

To engage our current AfG young catalysts and further 
grow our network, Allowance for Good hosted three 

goodTALKS this year. Through this speaker series, we 
connected students with experts giving local talks focused 
on philanthropy, global engagement, social enterprise, and 

leadership development. This year’s goodTALKS visits 
included Spark Ventures and Groupon at Evanston 
Township High School and with New York Times 

columnist Nicholas Kristof at Northwestern University. 
This winter, we heard from Josh Meyer, Director of 

Medill’s National Security Journalism Initiative, also at 
Northwestern University. 	  

at a glance: ELP 2015
	  

>> created a specialized 
curriculum for 3 CUSTOM 
PROGRAMS 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
>> hosted our first 4 goodTALKS 



“Philanthropy 
is not writing a 

check. It is 
finding 

something you 
are passionate 

about and 
seeing it 

through.”  
 

– Leah, ELP   
Youth Catalyst 



explore chicago // Global Philanthropy Summit

 
students engaged:                           31 
 

hours of impact:                                                              1163 
	  
	  
	  

Over thirty Chicagoland youth came together for AfG’s 3rd Annual Global Philanthropy 
Summit in June 2014 to engage in intimate discussions focused on the theme of 

Entrepreneurship in Action. Each summer, our five-day summit introduces youth 
leaders to Chicago’s philanthropic sector and encourages collective action toward social 

enterprise and global change. GPS 2014 brought together 14 speakers, 11 companies and 
organizations, and 31 total participants over a memorable and inspiring week.  

“[GPS 2014] taught me that no matter which walk of life I 
choose to go into, whether it be business, design, technology, 
or the humanities, it is always possible to make a difference 

in your community. By the end of 5 days, you already feel 
more empowered to make a change in today's world, 

regardless of your age or economic status”  
  – Nina Kaushikkar, 
GPS 2014 Participant  



our GPS partners

GlobeMed is a network of college-based student groups that 
partner with community health organizations in the 
developing world. Alyssa Smaldino, Director of Partnership, 
delivered a presentation on the Adonai Family Centre in 
Uganda – one of GlobeMed’s partners and one of AfG’s Global 
Affiliates. 
 
 
 
 
Elizabeth Coston of the Kellogg Impact Investing Initiative 
facilitated a workshop about social entrepreneurship. 
Students learned about the spectrum of social purpose 
organizations and created mock organizations.  
 
 
 
 
Stephanie Denzer of Spark Ventures, one of AfG’s Global 
Affiliates, explained their partnership with Hope Community 
School in Zambia and Las Tías in Nicaragua, giving students 
direct insight into how their work with AfG benefits their 
peers around the world.  
 
 
 
Jessica Schulz and Kyle Klatt of Groupon Grassroots 
presented about corporate responsibility, workplace 
volunteering, and community engagement. 
 

 
 
 
izzy+ hosted our GPS group in downtown Chicago, where 
students heard from Spark Ventures and Groupon, as 
well as Robin Lavin of the The Osa Foundation, Dinaz 
Mansuri of the Kaplan Family Foundation, and Jennifer 
Near of Strategic Philanthropy.  
 

 
 
Christy Joyce, of A Better Chicago, shared their venture 
philanthropy model, discussing how they provide 
nonprofits with management support along with funds to 
ensure maximum impact.  
 
 
 
 
Brynne Mancuso of OneGoal presented their innovative 
approach to college persistence. CareerBuilder hosted the 
A Better Chicago and OneGoal presentations. 
 
 
 
 

 
Google Chicago hosted GPS students for the afternoon on 
day 4, where they video chatted with our Global Affiliate, 
the Liger Learning Centre in Cambodia, learned about 
Google’s philanthropic efforts, and went on a tour of the 
Google Chicago office.  
 
 
 
 
DFA led a workshop in the Segal Design Institute at the 
McCormick School of Engineering where students 
prototyped solutions to real social problems and learned 
about the design thinking process.  
 



explore chicago // Global Philanthropy Summit

worked collaboratively

led a fundraising campaign for AfG 
Global Affiliates

shared ideas

interacted with professionals in the 
field

exercised their presentation 
muscles

distributed $390 to our Global 
Affiliates

... AND HAD LOTS 
OF FUN!

OUR GPS
STUDENTS …



engage around the world // Global Engagement Expedition

students engaged:                         11 
 
hours of impact:                                                                120 
 
 

.  
	  
	  
	  

AfG’s Global Engagement Expedition builds cultural bridges and 
combines one’s commitment to global change with direct service 
opportunities in a global context. During a week-long travel 
experience, individuals who participate in AfG’s Global 
Engagement Expeditions engage in mutually-beneficial service 
opportunities, nurture authentic relationships with children at 
AfG’s Global Affiliates, and develop empathy alongside people of 
distinct backgrounds. 
 
In August 2014, AfG family and friends traveled to León, 
Nicaragua to learn from our Global Affiliate, Spark Ventures, 
about their unique social enterprise model which employs an 
asset-based approach to community development. This seven-day 
volunteer travel opportunity supported Spark Ventures’ in-
country partner, Asociación Las Tías. Las Tías is a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to improving the lives of local children in 
León, Nicaragua. The organization serves over 150 children with 
nutrition, educational programming, and vocational training.	  



engage around the world // Global Engagement Expedition

“I met some of the most remarkable, beautiful, charismatic 
people of all ages on this trip, and the community they had 

established [at Las Tías] is incredible. I think this trip inspired 
me to want to change more, give more, and be more than I ever 

planned or was expected of me.”  
 – Sylvana, AfG Youth Traveler 

 

engaged in cross-cultural 
activities

promoted healthy lifestyles 
through volunteer work

forged unforgettable 
friendships

OUR GEE TRAVELERS . . . 



the future of AfG
We strive to be innovative, forward-thinking, and strategic to achieve our mission to 
develop the rising generations of philanthropic leaders. We know that our model of 
engaging youth through three core programs expands their perspectives beyond our 
borders and teaches them the core tenants of global philanthropy. Yet we recognize that to 
further our impact, we need to generate a movement of civically-engaged youth. This past 
year, we worked to tackle the question:  
           how do we empower more youth as global philanthropists? 
 

Well, we envision our growth to look something like this:  



the future of AfG
Over the next few years, Allowance for 
Good will create a network of AfG 
collegiate chapters. Through a train-
the-trainer model, we will prepare 
collegiate liaisons to teach our 
curriculum in their local high schools. 
College students have the passion, 
energy, and intellect to successfully 
teach their near-peers about the 
importance of global philanthropy. 
Allowance for Good Headquarters will 
continue to run programming, develop 
curricula, and support the collegiate 
chapters. We have already begun a 
partnership with University of 
Chicago’s Chicago Youth Philanthropy 
Group and aim to spread to six cities 
and reach over 600 high school  
students by 2018. 	  

“AfG doesn't simply seek to raise money; they 
seek to raise the realization in teenagers that 
they can make a difference in the world and 

give them the tools to ultimately find their own 
passion and organize around that passion 

effectively and bring about real change. The 
self knowledge that comes from this kind of 

experience is transformative for the students.”   
– Seth Dobbs, AfG Parent 



creating waves // AfG family

At AfG’s roots, we are a dedicated team of 40 
staff, board members, advisors, fellows, and 

volunteers who this past year contributed over 
3,000 volunteer hours. With your support, we 
engaged over 500 students this past year, an 

increase of almost 150%! Our ripples are 
transforming into waves as we grow our 

organization and our impact. In the coming 
years these waves will be washing over new 
territory, as we continue to build the future 
generations of global philanthropic leaders.  

 

We are stronger because of our dynamic Board 
of Directors and Associate Board who hosted 
and attendees who participated in multiple 
events and campaigns in FY15:  
 

Events: 
Cocktails for a Cause 
Games, Grub & Good 
Laugh for Good 

Campaigns:  
#rootstoripples 
#GivingTuesday 

	  



FY15 FINANCIAL OVERVIEW //  statement of activities reporting

  FY15 FY14 %Total 
REVENUE & SUPPORT       
Youth Contributions for Global Affiliates  $         3,070   $          732  2% 
Individual Contributions   $       54,824   $     25,606  43% 
Foundation Contributions   $       32,145   $       5,526  25% 
Corporate Contributions   $         5,009   $       3,350  4% 
Program Revenues  $       23,518   $     14,855  18% 
Events  $         9,616   $             --    7% 
Other Income   $            100   $       1,731  0% 
TOTAL REVENUE & SUPPORT  $    128,282   $    51,800  100% 
        
EXPENSES       
Program Services       

Global Engagement Expeditions  $       43,594   $     10,815  36% 
Global Philanthropy Summit  $       22,702   $       5,770  19% 
Emerging Leaders in Philanthropy  $       22,089   $     13,703  18% 

General and Administrative  $         4,916   $       8,300  4% 
Fundraising   $       25,923   $       1,285  21% 
Global Affiliate Distribution   $         3,095   $       2,599  3% 
TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES  $    122,319   $    42,471  100% 
        

NET INCOME   $    5,963   $    9,329    



FY15 FINANCIAL OVERVIEW //  statement of activities reporting

72%	  

4%	  

21%	  

3%	  

FY15	  Total	  Expenses	  (as	  %	  of	  Total)	  

Programming	  

General	  and	  
Administra<ve	  
Fundraising	  	  

Global	  Affiliate	  
Distribu<on	  	  

2%	  

43%	  

25%	  

4%	  

18%	  

7%	  

FY15	  Total	  Revenues	  (as	  %	  of	  Total)	  

Youth	  Contribu<ons	  for	  
Global	  Affiliates	  

Individual	  Contribu<ons	  	  

Founda<on	  
Contribu<ons	  	  

Corporate	  
Contribu<ons	  	  

Program	  Revenues	  

	  $-‐	  	  	  	  

	  $20,000	  	  

	  $40,000	  	  

	  $60,000	  	  

	  $80,000	  	  

	  $100,000	  	  

	  $120,000	  	  

	  $140,000	  	  

 FY11	    	  FY12	    	  FY13	    	  FY14	    	  FY15	  

Do
lla
rs
	  

Revenues	  vs.	  Expenses:	  Year	  over	  Year	  

Annual	  Revenues	  

Annual	  Expenses	  

As AfG community members invest in 
our vision, we continue to experience 

healthy financial growth from diverse 
revenue streams.   

 
 



thank you // FY15 AfG INVESTORS	  

	  
Allowance for Good is extremely grateful to the following individuals whose generous donations from January - December 2014 helped 
extend our programming to foster the rising generations of global philanthropic leaders. We could not have done it without you!	  

	  
	  
Distinguished  
($5,000+) 

John and Daphne 
Cunningham
Howard and Paula Trienens 
Fund
Thomas and Patricia 
Macholan
 

 
Luminary Circle 
($1,000 - $4,999) 
 

Blitz Family
Allison Dobbie
Anonymous 
William and Peggy Grimes
Crawford Charitable Fund
Darren Burgener
Danielle and Chris Siebert
David and Dolores Dobbie
Darel and Ann Fruhwirth
Evan and Elizabeth Newton
Evanston Capital Management 
Josh Lustig's Dinner for Good 
Kathy Yang
Rotary Club of Winnetka-
Northfield
Teju Deshpande and Madhav 
Kaushikkar
The Young Leaders Fund of 
the Chicago Community Trust 
The Lumpkin Family 
Foundation
The Weatherlow Foundation

Giving Circle 
($500 - $999) 

Aimee and Nick Long
Anonymous
Bart and Liz Peintner
Christian Edvardsen
Christina Macholan
Daniel and Michelle Nicely
Daniel and Suzanne Kanter
Debra and Rex Newton
DMK Ventures
Jayne and Mike Macholan
Kyle Delaney
Lee and Sally Coda  
The Dudley Foundation
Tim and Sharon Mathes 
Tom Mathes

 
Supporting Circle 
($100 - $499) 

Adrienne DaGue
Allison and Joel Roon
Amy Wang
Anne and David Loucks
Boluwatife Oye
Carol Zatorski
Catherine and Aiden 
Howorth
Cathleen Stewart
Chris and Sitinee Sheffert
Cynthia Macholan
David Gordon-Kamm
Deborah and Micah Litow
Douglas Polak
Emily Vanden Berg
Elizabeth Westhoff 

Evan Christiansen  
Erica Prosser
Heidi and Justin Dudley
Jeanne and Jeff Plaisted
Joel and Katie Macholan
Kara and Jeremy Harris
Karen and Ryan Ednalino
Kate and Craig Collinson
Kathleen Shaw
Lucia Quevedo
Matt and Leighann Sremba  
Michael and Ade Sremba
Megan Bowen
Melanie Lowenberg
Meredith Haase
Michael Irey
Michele Belzowski 
Milt and Barb Rohwer
Morgan Bromstad
Nelson Sheen
Nicholas and Giana Bonneur
Orin Wicks
Paul and Dianne Mathes
Pat and Ron Hoekman
Rachel and David 
Hochstetler
Richard Johnson
Richard Lalley
Ryan Barrett
Sally Dumas
Sharmila and Rakesh 
Thakkar 
Stacia Newton-Drover
Stephanie Denzer
Stephanie McKean
Thomas and Theresa Scott
Will Feldman
Will Fernandez

Circle of Friends 
($1 - $99) 
 

Alexandra Lock
Alicia and Andy Dillingham
Anonymous 
Brian Anderson
Carol Palmer Bohan
Chicago Goldsmith Group
Christina Robertson
Christine Palmer
Daniel Muskovitz
Elena Schechter
Elizabeth Clarke Crawford
Eric Arai
Gilbert Palacios
Harold and Karen Bauer
Kiley Eberly
Kristen and Seth Dobbs
Larry and Ina Jane 
Hollenbeck
Lori Kilstrom
Mary Lee
Michael Hole
Michael Lopez
Miguel Wong 
Sally Miller 
Saud Bangash  
Tai Duncan 
Varun Shah
 

Young Catalysts 
 

Ellie Finkel
Kate Shepherd
Lily Hanson
Moira Mulhern
Nina Kaushikkar 
ELP Changemakers 2014 
Participants 
GPS 2014 Participants 

In-Kind Donors 

Bagel Art 
CCE Northwestern University 
Cheesies 
Cross Rhodes 
Einstein Bagels  
Hecky’s Barbeque  
izzy+ 
Koi  
Lyfe Kitchen  
Olive Mountain
Rebecca Peplinski 
Photography 
Tomate Fresh Kitchen  
 
Matching Contributions 
 

Amazon Smile  
Evanston Capital 
Management  
Google
Rotary Club of Winnetka-
Northfield
Starbucks
The Robert R. McCormick 
Foundation
Visa  
Wells Fargo  
YourCause LLC  



AfG // FY15 by the numbers	  



ALLOWANCEFORGOOD.ORG | 847.733.0393 | 990 GROVE STREET, SUITE 407 | EVANSTON, IL | 60201

“ 
” 

We are part of a larger context, not just 
one country, state, city – we are part of a 

huge community and it’s our job to help 
one another in that community. 

  – Caroline, ELP Youth Catalyst 


